To: Sixth Grade Parents
From: Mrs. Pinkava, RN, School Nurse

Date: March 18, 2010

Re: FYI- New Immunization Requirement for Seventh Grade

Ohio Law recently changed and there is a new requirement for entry into the seventh grade this fall. The new requirement is for a dose of Tdap - diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis booster. 

This booster has been recommended at this age or older for several years. This is a useful vaccine, especially as it helps to control circulation of the pertussis bacterium which causes "whooping cough". This is being diagnosed more frequently in adolescents as immunity from the early doses of vaccine evidently wanes. Infants do not gain immunity until after their first birthday and the first few shots of Dtap. Pertussis disease is particularly dangerous for infants, so it is good to keep older kids from being able to help spread it.
The Geauga Health District nurses will come to the school to administer Tdap free of charge in May. Of course, they will only give the vaccine with your permission. I will send home forms when I have the details. 

They are glad to provide this service to make complying with the law easier, but they do want you to know that there are also vaccines for teens to prevent bacterial meningitis, food borne hepatitis and cervical cancer. They will not be able to bring these to the school, but they are available free of charge at their clinics.
I will need documentation that your student received the vaccine by the first day of school. 
Questions? Call or e-mail me. Be_pinkava@lgca.org       834-3380 x1103 or voicemail x3307.

