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Dear Parents and Students,

     This course selection guide is designed to provide students, parents, and staff with an overview of the curriculum of Berkshire Junior High School.  This guide should assist students in selecting courses for next year and to plan their program of study in junior high school and the beginning of high school.  Other pertinent information is contained in this book including athletic eligibility.  It is essential that you carefully read and understand the descriptions of the courses you select.  Remember that any courses taken for high school credit will be included on the high school transcript and may affect the grade point average*.
     Students will not be permitted to drop and add courses once the course selections have been made and submitted to the guidance office.  The number of sections for each course offered, is determined by the number of students signing up for classes in the spring.  Guidance Counselors will make adjustments for students who fail a prerequisite, complete summer school or have scheduling conflicts.

     Take advantage of the many educational opportunities that are available.  Parental involvement is crucial in making the scheduling process effective.  Please bring the completed Course Selection Planning Form to the guidance office by your appointed deadline.  If the form is not returned, course selections will be made for you based on grades and interests.  If you have any questions regarding scheduling, please call the guidance office, 834-3380 ext. 3313.

     The junior high school years are significant ones for planning for the future.  Working together we can make a better future and ensure Berkshire students will have every opportunity to maximize their potential as an individual and responsible citizen.

Sincerely,

Mary Martin, students A-K, ext. 3314
Daniel Itschner, students L-Z, ext. 3308
Guidance Counselors

* Grade Point Average - the average grade earned by a student, figured by dividing the grade points earned by the number of credits attempted.  For more information about G.P.A.’s, contact your students’ guidance counselor.
REQUIRED COURSES – GRADE 7

Language Arts 
Life Science
World Studies 
Mathematics*
(Pre-Algebra 7/CP Algebra I **)
Physical Education (1 semester)

Health (1 semester)

Rotation Courses^:

Reading/Keyboarding/A+ Enrichment

Study Skills/General Music
*
Students will be assessed, recommended and assigned to 

Pre-Algebra 7 or CP-Algebra I based on previous year’s math performance and teacher recommendation.

**
Final grades in CP Algebra I affect the student’s GPA on their 

high school transcript.

^
Reading/Keyboarding/Math & Social Studies Enrichment are on a semester rotation.  Study Skills and General Music are on a quarterly rotation.

ELECTIVE

Junior High Band

Students who participated in elementary band,

may also elect to take Junior High Band.

Junior High Band fulfills the prerequisite for High School Band.

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

GRADE 7

LANGUAGE ARTS

Class fee:  $10 for supplemental reading.
Seventh grade Language Arts is a literature-based comprehensive course of study that focuses on reading comprehension and writing skills.  The course includes reviewing elements of grammar, syntax, mechanics and usage as well as exploring literary elements.  Students will practice various forms of writing, including research based.  Students will read both fiction and non-fiction.  Students will read selections from a literature book, along with novels.  The students will be required to read independently outside of class also.
LIFE SCIENCE
Class fee:  $5.
Students demonstrate an understanding of how living systems function and how they interact with the physical environment.  This includes an understanding of the cycling of matter and flow of energy in living systems.  An understanding of the characteristics, structure and function of cells, organisms and living systems will be developed.  Students will also develop a deeper understanding of the principal of heredity, biological evolution and the diversity and interdependence of life.  Students demonstrate an understanding of different historical perspectives, scientific approaches and emerging scientific issues associated with life sciences.

WORLD STUDIES
World Studies is a survey course covering historical events from pre-history through 1492.  Throughout the year, students will be introduced to a wide array of people, cultures, and ideas, from many areas of the world.  The focus for seventh grade World Studies is the examination of current and past social, economic, and political events worldwide.  Seventh graders will also analyze similarities and differences among societies.  This focus provides students with a framework for studying local, regional, national, and global issues that concern them, for understanding the world in which they live, and for making informed judgments as active citizens.

PRE-ALGEBRA 7
This course is designed to be an introduction to the basic concepts of abstract mathematics.  Concepts such as working with variables, solving equations, and using formulas will be covered.  This course will also emphasize problem-solving skills, practical applications of mathematics, and mathematical explanations.
CP-ALGEBRA I
Prerequisite: 6th Grade Transitions Math, Teacher Recommendation, Score of Advanced on the Algebra Readiness Exam.

Credit: 1 (High school credit)
Concepts such as algebra, problem solving, geometry, number theory, and basic probability and statistics will be covered.  This course will also emphasize algebraic problem-solving skills, practical applications of algebra, and mathematical explanations.  A graphing calculator is required for this course, preferably 
a TI-84.
Note: CP Algebra I is a high school course for high school credit and final grades will affect student’s GPA on their high school transcript.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

This course includes learning skills necessary to perform a variety of activities, striving toward an improved level of fitness, and involvement in regular physical activity.  Areas to be covered include total fitness, fundamental motor skills and movement, lifetime sport and leisure skill development along with team sports.  Sportsmanship and an understanding of the differences of each person’s abilities in physical education setting will be stressed.  This course is one semester in length.
HEALTH

This course emphasizes physical, mental-emotional, and social health.  Units include Building a Healthy Foundation, Personal Responsibility and Decision Making, Food and Nutrition, Physical Activity and Weight Management, Tobacco, Alcohol and Drugs, and Communicable Diseases.  A presentation on the importance of abstinence by Teen Pregnancy Prevention is also a part of the curriculum.  Students will have a final project due at the end of the semester on an area of their choosing.  This course is one semester in length.
ROTATION COURSES
Reading is a course developed to strengthen reading skills for success in all academic areas.  Students will read a variety of literary texts from different authors, cultures, and time periods.  In addition, students will receive support with reading assignments from the current courses they are taking.  They will learn to use context clues to understand analogical statements and figurative language.  The focus will be teaching students to apply reading comprehension strategies to print and electronic text.  This course is one semester in length.
Keyboarding will teach proper keyboard technique and use of different parts of computers and their functions.  A weekly contest will test the student’s ability to type fast and accurately.  This course serves as a base for classes offered in grades 8-12.  This course is one semester in length.

A+ Enrichment – Through the use of the A+ software program, students will work individually to enhance their math and social studies skills.  This course is one semester in length.
Study Skills will help the student acquire good study habits, both at school and at home.  There is an emphasis on organizational skills, note taking, and techniques for keeping up with homework.  An overview of the OAT test and practice situations will be covered in preparation for the testing given in Junior High.  This course is one grading period in length.

General Music will afford the students the opportunity to study the historical musical periods, the history of band and orchestral instruments, and the study of historical jazz including some renowned jazz artists and composers.  Students will also learn about musical notation, musical form and styles, with an emphasis of study pertaining to the foundations of music theory.  This course is one grading period in length.

JUNIOR HIGH BAND
Instrumental music in junior high is the intermediate step between elementary band and high school band.  The focus is on further developing each individual’s skill through scales, rhythms, and performing styles.  The need for a balanced band also requires changing to other instruments not taught in the elementary school.  The band performs at the Memorial Day parade in Claridon and participates in a concert, usually in March.  Participation in these events is part of the course curriculum and will affect quarterly and final grades.

REQUIRED COURSES GRADE – 8

Language Arts* 
Reading^
Earth, Space and Physical Science 
U. S. History 
Mathematics**
(Pre-Algebra 8, Algebra I***, CP Algebra I***, Geometry*** or CP Geometry***)
      Art (1 semester)

Physical Education (1 semester)

*
A student with a final grade of “B” or better in 7th grade Language Arts, may elect to take Spanish I.  The Spanish I class is a high school course for high school credit and final grades will affect the student’s GPA on their high school transcript.

**
Students will be assessed, recommended and assigned to Pre-Algebra 8, Algebra I, CP Algebra I, Geometry or CP Geometry based on previous year’s math performance and teacher’s recommendation.

***
Final grades in Algebra I, CP Algebra I , Geometry, or CP Geometry will affect the student’s GPA on their high school transcript.


^
See course description for details.

ELECTIVE

All eighth grade students must choose two (2) semesters of the following electives, which will be scheduled in addition to the above required classes. Introduction to Computers is for high school credit. 


          Family & Consumer Science (1 semester)

                    Introduction to Computers (1 semester)





Junior High Band (2 semesters)





Chorus (2 semesters)





COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

GRADE – 8

LANGUAGE ARTS

Class fee:  $10. for supplemental reading.
Eighth grade Language Arts will continue the study of grammar and writing skills with a literature-based course of study.  Students will review elements of writing and grammar while developing expository and creative writing.  Novels will be included with selections from a literature book as well.  Reading, writing and speaking skills will be stressed.  The students will be required to read independently outside of class also.
READING
Eighth grade Reading is designed to support students in the reading process for success in all academic areas.  The ultimate goal is for students to demonstrate comprehension of print and electronic texts in various formats.  Comprehension strategies will be reviewed as students analyze various elements of literature.  Students are selected for this course based on OAT scores and teacher/parent recommendation.
SPANISH I

Credit:  1 high school

Prerequisite:  Final grade of “B” in Language Arts 7 & teacher recommendation.
Class fee:  $19.
Students will learn and attain proficiency in the four skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing of the Spanish language.  They will acquire an understanding and appreciation of another people’s way of life.  Materials presented will require a high level of active student participation through dialogues, dramatizations, and use of audio-visual aids.  The program will also introduce aspects of civilization, geography, and culture of Spain and Latin America.

NOTE:  Spanish I is a high school course for high school credit and final grades will affect the student’s GPA on their high school transcript.
EARTH, SPACE AND PHYSICAL SCIENCE
Course fee:  $5.
In this integrated course students will demonstrate an understanding about how Earth systems and processes interact in the geosphere resulting in the habitability of Earth.  This includes demonstrating an understanding of the composition of the universe, the solar system and Earth.  They will also demonstrate an understanding of the composition of physical systems and the concepts and principles that describe and predict physical interactions and events in the natural world.

U. S. HISTORY 

The goal of eighth grade U.S. History is for students to demonstrate an understanding of our country’s past from exploration through the Civil War and Reconstruction.  We develop this understanding by extensive reading and writing, as well as creating projects that highlight topics studied in class.  An emphasis is placed on preparation for the social studies Ohio Achievement Test.
PRE-ALGEBRA 8
This course is a continuation of 7th Grade Pre-Algebra.  It is designed for those students needing additional exposure to the basic concepts of abstract mathematics as well as the other topics of 7th Grade Pre-Algebra.
ALGEBRA I
Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation, Pre-Algebra 7

Credit:  1 (High school credit)

Concepts such as algebra, problem solving, geometry, number theory, and basic probability & Statistics will be covered.  A graphing calculator is strongly recommended for this course.

Note:  Algebra I is a high school course for high school credit and final grades will affect the student’s GPA on their high school transcript.
COLLEGE PREPARTORY (CP) ALGEBRA I

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation, Pre-Algebra 7.

Credit: 1 (High school credit)

Concepts such as algebra, problem solving, geometry, number theory, and basic probability and statistics will be covered.  This course will also emphasize algebraic problem-solving skills, practical applications of algebra, and mathematical explanations.  A graphing calculator is required for this course, preferably a 
TI-84.
NOTE:  CP-Algebra I is a high school course for high school credit and final grades will affect the student’s high school GPA.
GEOMETRY

Credit:  1.00
Prerequisite:  Teacher Assessment, Algebra I or CP Algebra I

Concepts such as the use of algebraic expression in problem solving situations, simple geometric proofs, using formulas, and using basic geometric theorems will be covered.  Real-life applications of geometry will also be emphasized.  The development of skills such as following procedures, making estimations, determining properties of figures, finding missing measurements, taking accurate measurements, doing constructions, and solving real-world applications will also be covered.  A graphing calculator is strongly recommended for this course.

NOTE:  Geometry is a high school course for high school credit and final grades will affect the student’s high school GPA.
COLLEGE PREPATORY (CP) GEOMETRY

Credit:  1.00

Prerequisite:  Teacher Assessment, CP Algebra I or “B” average in Algebra I

This course will combine the study of algebra, geometry, problem solving, geometric proofs, probability, and different mathematical systems.  The development of skills such as following procedures, making estimations, determining properties of figures, finding missing measurements, taking accurate measurements, doing constructions, and solving real-world applications will also be covered.  The use of inductive and deductive reasoning and a postulate system to complete geometric proofs will also be covered.  The ability to verbalize conceptual understanding, check for accuracy, and think abstractly will be emphasized.  A graphing calculator is strongly recommended for this course.

NOTE:  CP-Geometry is a high school course for high school credit and final grades will affect the student’s high school GPA.
ART

Class fee:  $10.
Students will be reintroduced to the basic elements of art (line, value color, shape, space, texture, and mass) throughout this semester course.  With the understanding of these elements the student will develop a beginning knowledge of the Principles of Design (balance, contrast, variety, pattern, rhythm, emphasis and unity).  While working with various art media, students will use the Principles of Design and transform ideas to create art.  Students will also show that personal experiences will generate ideas for art.  A major emphasis on proportions and 2-point perspective drawings will begin this course.  They will delve into intense studies of pencil, colored pencil, pastels, markers, and 3-dimensional medias.  Several studies of past artists will be observed, and several design concepts will be mastered.  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

This course includes learning skills necessary to perform a variety of activities, striving toward an improved level of fitness, and involvement in regular physical activity.  Areas to be covered include total fitness, fundamental motor skills and movement, lifetime sport and leisure skill development along with team sports.  Sportsmanship and an understanding of the differences of each person’s abilities in physical education setting will be stressed.

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE
Class fee:  $17 plus apron project cost
The 8th grade FCS program serves as an introduction to the FCS courses in the high school.  The main goals of the class are to help the student become more independent by increasing ones skills in comparison shopping, food preparation, simple meal planning, use of the sewing machine, following pattern instructions, problem solving, and enhancing self-esteem.  The class has a lab fee that covers all of the ingredients used in the foods lab.  

Note:  You will need 2 yards of fabric to make a reversible apron, and 2 yards of webbing or grosgrain ribbon for apron ties.  Additional hand sewing kits may be purchased and prices vary by student selection.
INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTERS 
Credit: .50

This course teaches/reviews proper touch typing techniques.  Formatting documents useful in personal, business and academic settings such as letters, memos, reports, tables, and electronic communication are introduced and refined.  Proper file management and ethical research and copyright practices are emphasized.  A computerized typing program and MS Office programs are utilized in instruction.  It is recommended that students take this class as early as possible since it is a prerequisite for Computer Applications I and II.

NOTE:  Introduction to Computers is a high school course for high school credit and final grades will affect the student’s high school GPA.
JUNIOR HIGH BAND

Instrumental music in junior high is the intermediate step between elementary band and high school band.  The focus is on further developing each individual’s skill through scales, rhythms, and performing styles.  The need for a balanced band also requires changing to other instruments not taught in the elementary school.  The band performs at the Memorial Day parade in Claridon, and participates in a concert, usually in March.  Participation in these events is part of the course curriculum and will affect quarterly and final grades.  

NOTE:  Students who excel in Junior High Band in 7th grade and have a final grade of “A”, may be recommended and selected for High School Band for 8th grade.  A description of this course can be found in the High School Course Selection Guide.  High School Band is a high school course for high school credit and final grades will affect the student’s high school GPA.  Pay to Participate is in effect for this course.

CHORUS

Junior High students sing a wide variety of songs that represent many styles and time periods in music history.   They learn songs in 2, 3, and 4 part harmony.  Students learn about physical and expressive aspects of singing, and they develop skill in reading simple melodies and rhythms.  The Junior High performs at a winter and spring choral concert for the public.  Participation in these events is part of the course curriculum and will affect quarterly and final grades.

HONOR AND MERIT ROLL QUALIFICATIONS

Students with a 3.400 or higher grade point average in any (9) week grading period, qualify for the Honor Roll.

Students with a 3.00 to 3.399 grade point average in any (9) week grading period, qualify for the Merit Roll.

JUNIOR NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY REQUIREMENTS
Membership in the Junior National Honor Society is both an honor and a responsibility.  It is an honor bestowed by faculty.  Seventh and Eighth graders are eligible for selection into the Junior National Honor Society.  Students selected for membership are expected to demonstrate the qualities of scholarship, service, leadership, character, and citizenship.  To be eligible for selection, a student must meet the following criteria:

1. Scholarship:  Have at least 3.4 cumulative grade point average after the first semester at Berkshire Junior High School.

2. Leadership:  Take the initiative in class and school activities.

3. Character:  Demonstrate such qualities as reliability, honesty, sincerity, courtesy, concern, respect for others.

4. Citizenship:  Demonstrate civic involvement in and out of school.

5. Service:  Junior National Honor Society members are required to complete 12 hours of service work each year and participate in the Berkshire Chapter Service Projects.


JUNIOR HIGH ATHLETIC AND EXTRA-CURRICULAR ELIGIBILITY
The following criteria will determine a student’s eligibility for participation in athletics and/or extra-curricular activities.

· All beginning seventh graders are eligible for the first 9-week grading period.

· All repeating seventh graders and all eighth graders must have passed 75% of the subjects taken for the preceding year to be eligible for a fall sport in the next school year.

· Seventh and eighth grade students must pass 75% of the subjects taken in the preceding 9-week grading period to be eligible in any given 9-week grading period.

· Students who are absent for the day, are not permitted to participate in, or attend, after-school functions (athletic events, dances, plays, etc.)  Students, who wish to participate in, or attend extracurricular activities, must be in school by 11:00 a.m. on the day the activity occurs.  Student’s wishing to participate in, or attend school activities on Saturday, must be in school by 11:00 a.m. on the Friday preceding the event.  The Principals must approve any exceptions to this policy.  If a student goes home ill during the day regardless of the time, that student WILL NOT be permitted to participate in extra curricular activities.

· All students participating in a sport must first have a sports physical on file before the student will be allowed to practice or participate in a sport.
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CHEERLEADING
CROSS COUNTRY
FOOTBALL
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